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The Turkish Women’s League of America (TWLA) was officially associated with 
the United Nations Department of Global Communications as of December 
10, 2021. Our association was announced in the United Nations Department 
of Global Communications Civil Society press release on December 21, 2021. 
Shortly thereafter, The Turkish Women’s League of America’s UN Relations 
Committee was formed. 

Within short period of time our Executive committee: 

• Identified volunteers to work on the committee. 
• Developed operational guidelines. 
• Identified projects. 
• I agreed with partner organizations to work together. 

 

TWLA Expectations 

The purpose of the TWLA Committee on UN Relations is to identify and 
implement UN projects within TWLA collectively with the Associate 
Organizations. Be the liaison between TWLA-UN-DGC relations and take an 
active part in promoting our projects and issues that concern Turkish 
Americans in UN-DGC. 

Committee’s Vision: 

• Engage with the United Nations, on issues of global concern and in line 
with UN priorities. 

• Empowered as the voice of Turkish Americans in the UN  . 
• Communicate, educate, and find solutions to the problems impacting 

our community and sustain. 
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Committee’s Mission: 

• Turkish Women’s League of America’s mission is to unite the Turkish 
Women living in the United States of America under one roof to provide 
solidarity and strength among them. To establish strong relationships 
between the Turkish People and the American people with the belief in 
mind that all people are equal and brotherly regardless of religion, 
language, or race. By organizing cultural and art events, our goal is to 
share Turkish customs and traditions with various other cultures to 
establish friendships. 
 

• Identify inspiring projects to implement that are relative to our 
community members from 17 UN Sustainable Development Goals. 

• Identify and collaborate with other CSO organizations within the UN. 
 

Committee’s Operational Guidelines 

• Identify following year’s projects to be implemented, leaders and 
communicate to members in December of each year. 

• Each project details are posted on the website under the UN page. 
• Each project announcement to be submitted to UN to be published in 

the Newsletter. 
• Inform members about the project via email and on social media 

platforms. 
• Ensure TWLA Partners and Community youth are involved in projects. 
• Provide links to recorded programs on website UN page. 

 

TWLA Partner Organizations are: 

• Assembly of Turkish American Associations. (ATAA) 
• The Light Millennium. (LM) 
• Empowering the Turkish American Community. (ETAC) 
• The Red Pepper Association. 
• Bridge of Türkiye Foundation (BTF) 

 

       609 Columbus Av. 8L New York NY 10024/ 516-234-5015 /  www.atkb.org  

 

http://www.atkb.org/


 

2024 Projects Completed 

 

1-International Day of Education – Learning for Lasting Peace (January 27, 2024) 

In celebration of the United Nations International Day of Education, the Turkish Women’s 

League of America (TWLA) organized a program on 27 January 2024 in New York, under 

the theme “Learning for Lasting Peace.” The event featured a presentation by Selçuk Şirin, 

Lecturer, highlighting the role of inclusive and equitable education in promoting peace, 

development, and lifelong learning opportunities. 

TWLA’s youth representative, Yasemin Knott, actively participated, contributing to 

intergenerational dialogue and emphasizing youth engagement in education and peace 

initiatives. The program fostered awareness on adapting education systems to modern 

challenges and preparing future generations for equitable and peaceful societies.The 

initiative aligns with SDG 4 (Quality Education) and SDG 16 (Peace, Justice and Strong 

Institutions). Event flyer included as supporting documentation 

Reference: https://mailchi.mp/un/announcements-for-civil-society-22january2024-

306142?fbclid=PARlRTSAQJ4vBleHRuA2FlbQIxMABzcnRjBmFwcF9pZA8xMjQwMjQ1

NzQyODc0MTQAAadKxSNDCE6kaHgrjpQi0KIspBxepD67gfnKN0w_lnSFzsIh9GvlewCQ

OOM7g_aem_05GlOX3zL85X1zhfVsngHA 
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2-International Mother Language Day – “Mother Language as the Second Language”  

( February 25,2024) 

In observance of International Mother Language Day (A/RES/56/262), the Turkish 

Women’s League of America (TWLA), in collaboration with the Assembly of Turkish 

American Associations (ATAA), co-organized a virtual program titled “Mother Language as 

the Second Language.” 

The event highlighted the importance of multilingual education, particularly in early 

schooling, and promoted the preservation of mother languages alongside integration into 

host-country cultures. Participants explored how maintaining one’s native language fosters 

cultural identity, intergenerational connections, and psychological resilience, while 

multilingualism supports collaboration, exchange of ideas, and professional and scientific 

engagement. 

This collaborative program strengthened awareness of language as a cultural bridge and 

promoted inclusive educational practices, contributing to SDG 4 (Quality Education) and 

SDG 16 (Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions). 

Reference: Mother Language as the Second Language 
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3-International Women’s Day 2024 – TWLA Programs (8–9 March 2024) 

In observance of International Women’s Day (8 March 2024) under the theme “Invest in 

Women: Accelerate Progress,” the Turkish Women’s League of America (TWLA) organized 

two consecutive events to celebrate and empower women. 

 

March 8,2024 – Inspirational Women Panel: 

TWLA highlighted the achievements and contributions of inspiring women, fostering 

dialogue on leadership, empowerment, and gender equality. The event emphasized the role 

of women in driving societal progress and encouraged participants to take action toward 

gender equity. 

Reference: Women's day On March8, International Women's Day ,we held our first 
program at the TurkEvi.  
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March 9, 2024 – Domestic Violence and Sexual Abuse Panel: 

The second-day panel addressed critical issues related to gender-based violence, including 

financial, psychological, physical, and sexual violence. The program provided guidance on 

legal protections, self-empowerment, and seeking help despite language barriers. 

Participants received information on civil society organizations, helplines, and resources to 

support survivors. This session aimed to raise awareness, provide practical solutions, and 

strengthen community support mechanisms for women facing violence. 

Both programs engaged youth and community participants in dialogue and education, 

contributing to SDG 5 (Gender Equality) and SDG 16 (Peace, Justice and Strong 

Institutions). 

Second program reference : Amerika Turk Kadinlar Birligi 8 Mart Dunya Kadinalr gunu 
2.programi Amerika da ki Kadin Haklarimiz 
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4- April 23 National Sovereignty and Children’s Day – UNESCO ART DAY  

( April 23, 2024) 

In April 2024, the Turkish Women’s League of America (TWLA), in collaboration with the 

New York Atatu rk School, organized a nationwide youth painting competition in the United 

States to celebrate the 102nd anniversary of April 23 National Sovereignty and Children’s 

Day. Held in connection with UNESCO World Art Day, the initiative engaged children aged 

6–14 under the theme “World Peace,” promoting cultural dialogue and peace education 

through artistic expression. Selected artworks were exhibited at the Turkish House 

(Tu rkevi Center) in New York, providing young participants with an international platform 

and supporting SDGs 4, 16, and 17 
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5. International Day of Multilateralism and Diplomacy for Peace – Webinar Report 

(April 28,2024) 

In support of the International Day of Multilateralism and Diplomacy for Peace 

(A/RES/73/127), the Turkish Women’s League of America (TWLA), in collaboration with 

the Assembly of Turkish American Associations (ATAA), Empowering the Turkish American 

Community (ETAC-USA), and the Turkish American Cultural Association of Michigan 

(TACAM), participated in the virtual webinar titled “Prosperous Future for All Through 

Multilateral Dialogue” on April 28, 2024. 

The program highlighted the importance of multilateral cooperation, inclusive dialogue, 

and civic engagement in advancing sustainable peace and global cooperation. TWLA 

contributed collaboratively to the event, with a UN Youth Representative participating as a 

speaker, emphasizing youth engagement, community awareness, and the role of informed 

participation in promoting peaceful and sustainable societies, supporting SDGs 4, 16, and 

17. 

Reference: Prosperous Future for All Through Multilateral Dialogue 
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6.May 7,2024 How Can We Prevent Harmful Consequences from Information 

Communication Technologies (ICTs), and Move Towards a Sustainable Future? In 

connection with the 2024 UN Civil Society Conference themes on Science, Technology and 

Innovation and Digital Cooperation and Youth and Future Generations, the Turkish Women’s 

League of America (TWLA) collaboratively participated in the virtual panel titled “How Can 

We Prevent Harmful Consequences from ICTs, and Move Towards a Sustainable Future?” held 

on May 7, 2024, organized by The Light Millennium. 

The discussion addressed the risks and societal impacts of information and communication 

technologies (ICTs), including misinformation, cybercrime, online safety, and the ethical use 

of emerging technologies. The event brought together academics, NGO representatives, and 

youth voices to promote responsible digital practices, digital literacy, and policy awareness, 

contributing to safer digital environments and a sustainable future, in alignment with SDGs 

4, 9, 16, and 17. 

Reference: LMGlobal.Org's Virtual Panel: How Can We Prevent Harmful Consequences 
from ICTs, and Move Towards a Sustainable Future? On May 7, 2024 at 11:00 a.m. EST - The 
Light Millennium, Inc. Charitable 
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7. October 5,2024 Summit of the Future Initiative In September 2024, the Turkish 

Women’s League of America (TWLA) joined a multi-stakeholder coalition led by The Light 

Millennium Global Organization (LMGlobal.Org) in support of the UN Summit of the Future 

(UNGA79). The initiative promotes compulsory peace education and the integration of 

Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs) from early childhood through K-12 
education and beyond. 

Through this collaborative launch session, TWLA contributed to dialogue and partnership-

building aligned with SDG 4 (Quality Education), SDG 16 (Peaceful and Inclusive Societies), 
and SDG 17 (Partnerships for the Goals). 

Reference: : Inaugural Event: Compulsory Peace Education & ICTs from Kindergarten to K-

12, and Beyond - On Oct. 5 at 11:00 (EST.) - The Light Millennium, Inc. Charitable 
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2025 PROJECTS COMPLETED 
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8. In support of January 24 th International Day of Education Day the Turkish Women’s 

League of America (TWLA) organized a panel discussion accompanied by a collaborative 

webinar involving youth representatives. The program was implemented in partnership 

with The Light Millennium Global Organization, strengthening intergenerational dialogue 

and youth engagement in education and peace-focused initiatives. 

Youth participants actively contributed to discussions through a joint online session, 

promoting knowledge exchange and cross-organizational collaboration. Following the 

coalition meeting, the President of The Light Millennium Global Organization joined 

TWLA’s program as a guest contributor, further supporting dialogue on education, global 
citizenship, and collaborative action. 

This joint initiative demonstrated multi-stakeholder cooperation and youth participation 

aligned with SDG 4 (Quality Education) and SDG 17 (Partnerships for the Goals). 

Reference: https://mailchi.mp/lightmillennium/light-millennium-january23-2025-
newsletter-13 

https://www.lmglobal.org/2025/01/15/educationday-compulsory-peace-education-
through-icts-virtual-intl-panel-on-jan-25-2025-at-1100-a-m-est/ 

https://mailchi.mp/lightmillennium/light-millennium-february12-2025-newsletter14 
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9- In support of International Mother Language Day (A/RES/56/262), the Turkish 

Women’s League of America (TWLA) collaboratively participated in a virtual program titled 

“Why I Am Speaking Turkish” on February 23, 2025. 

The event highlighted the importance of preserving mother languages as a fundamental 

element of cultural identity, intergenerational connection, and multilingual education. 

Through personal reflections and community dialogue, participants emphasized the role of 

language in strengthening cultural heritage, social inclusion, and mutual understanding 

within multicultural societies, contributing to the promotion of linguistic diversity and 

lifelong learning in alignment with the United Nations’ educational and cultural objectives. 

Reference: Why I am Speaking Turkish 
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10.In support International Women Day  On March 8, 2025, the Turkish Women’s 

League of America (TWLA), in collaboration with The Bridge of Turkey, successfully 

organized an International Women’s Day program under the theme “For ALL Women and 

Girls: Rights. Equality. Empowerment.” The event brought together leaders and participants 

to promote gender equality, women’s leadership, and advocacy for women’s rights, 

contributing to dialogue and awareness aligned with SDG 5 (Gender Equality) and SDG 17 

(Partnerships for the Goals). 
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And also On March 9, 2025, the Turkish Women’s League of America (TWLA), in 

collaboration with the Assembly of Turkish American Associations (ATAA), Empowering 

the Turkish American Community (ETAC-USA), and partner organizations formally 

associated with the United Nations Department of Global Communications, co-organized a 

virtual program titled “Gender Empowerment and Equality – Breaking Free from Gender 

Stereotypes and Expectations” in support of International Women’s Day. 

The event engaged youth and community leaders in dialogue addressing gender 

stereotypes, their societal impact, and practical actions to advance gender equality and 

empower young women and girls, contributing to awareness-raising aligned with SDG 5 
(Gender Equality) and SDG 17 (Partnerships for the Goals). 

Reference: First programmed https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2cb7eXCXtMI 

Second Programmed : Gender Empowerment and Equality: Breaking Free from Gender 
Stereotypes and Expectations 
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11. On April 19, 2025, the Turkish Women’s League of America (TWLA) participated 

as a collaborating organization in a United Nations–aligned educational webinar 

organized by The Light Millennium Global Organization, commemorating the 85th 

Anniversary of the Turkish Village Institutes. The program highlighted the Village Institutes 

as a unique educational model and explored their relevance to contemporary discussions 

on compulsory peace education and the integration of Information and Communication 

Technologies (ICTs) in education. 

The session brought together educators and civil society stakeholders to promote dialogue 

on inclusive, peace-oriented education and lifelong learning, contributing to awareness and 

knowledge-sharing aligned with SDG 4 (Quality Education) and SDG 17 (Partnerships for 

the Goals). 

Reference: Outcome: CONTEMPORARY VILLAGE AND CITY EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTES 
FOR OUR COMMON FUTURE - The Light Millennium, Inc. Charitable 
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12. In celebration of April 23 National Sovereignty and Children’s Day and in 

recognition of UNESCO World Art Day, the Turkish Women’s League of America 

(ATKB/TWLA), a member of the United Nations Department of Global Communications, in 

collaboration with the New York Atatu rk School, organized an international youth painting 
competition focused on Climate Action. 

The initiative engaged children aged 6–14 living in the United States and Canada, 

encouraging young participants to express themes of peace, environmental responsibility, 

and sustainability through art, inspired by Mustafa Kemal Atatu rk’s vision of harmony 

between humanity and nature. The competition aimed to raise awareness of climate 

change, protection of natural resources, and sustainable environmental practices, 

contributing to the promotion of SDG 13 (Climate Action) while fostering creativity and 

global citizenship among youth. 

Reference: TWLA -NY ATATURK SCHOOL 2025 4 TH ANNUAL PAINTING CONTEST 

EXHIBITION IN TURKISH HOUSE NEWYORK 
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13. International Day of Multilateralism and Diplomacy for Peace – Collaborative 
Webinar 

On April 27, 2025, the Turkish Women’s League of America (TWLA), in collaboration with 
the Assembly of Turkish American Associations (ATAA), Turkish Youth Club in Southern 
California (AKM), and the Azerbaijan Center of Midwest America (ACMA), co-supported a 
virtual webinar titled “Fostering Peaceful Dialogue: Historical Reflection and Youth 
Collaboration” in observance of the International Day of Multilateralism and Diplomacy for 
Peace (A/RES/73/127). 

The program brought together experts and youth participants to promote dialogue, 
historical reflection, and community engagement aimed at strengthening peaceful 
communication and mutual understanding. The initiative contributed to awareness-raising 
on multilateral cooperation and peaceful conflict resolution, aligning with SDG 16 (Peace, 
Justice and Strong Institutions) and SDG 17 (Partnerships for the Goals). 

Reference: https://mailchi.mp/un/announcements-for-civil-society-
21april2025x2-13675128?e=e738ff578a 

Fostering Peaceful Dialogue: Historical Reflection and Youth Collaboration 
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14. World Day for Cultural Diversity for Dialogue and Development – 
Program Report (May 9–12, 2025) 

In observance of the United Nations World Day for Cultural Diversity for Dialogue and 
Development, the Turkish Women’s League of America (TWLA), in collaboration with the 
Türkevi Center, organized the cultural program “A Day Where Art Meets the Word” in New 
York from May 9–12, 2025. 

The event promoted intercultural dialogue and social cohesion through art and literature, 
featuring contemporary Turkish tile art by State Artist Almula İdil Kılıç, textile works by 
Olcay Seçilmiş, and a book signing by author Çağla Ural. The program fostered cultural 
exchange and mutual understanding among diverse audiences, contributing to SDG 11 
(Sustainable Cities and Communities), SDG 16 (Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions), and 
SDG 17 (Partnerships for the Goals). 
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15.Language as Cultural Heritage – Turkish Language Day Webinar 

On September 7, 2025, the Turkish Women’s League of America (TWLA), in collaboration 

with the Assembly of Turkish American Associations (ATAA) and Empowering the Turkish 

American Community (ETAC-USA), co-organized a bilingual virtual webinar titled “Dil 

Kültürün Taşıyıcısıdır (Language Carries Cultural Identity)” in celebration of Turkish 

Language Day and in support of UNESCO’s Convention for the Safeguarding of the 
Intangible Cultural Heritage. 

The program highlighted the role of language as a carrier of cultural identity, traditional 

knowledge, and shared heritage within multilingual and multicultural societies. Speakers 

emphasized the importance of preserving linguistic diversity as a means of strengthening 

intercultural dialogue, cultural continuity, and mutual understanding among communities. 

The initiative contributed to awareness-raising on cultural heritage preservation and 

intercultural dialogue, aligning with SDG 4 (Quality Education), SDG 11 (Sustainable Cities 

and Communities), and SDG 17 (Partnerships for the Goals). 

Reference: Dil Ku ltu ru n Taşıyıcısıdır (Language Carries Cultural Identity) 
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16.International Day of Democracy – Compulsory Peace & ICT Education Webinar 

On September 13, 2025, the Turkish Women’s League of America (TWLA), in 

collaboration with The Light Millennium, participated in a virtual program titled 

“Compulsory Peace & ICT Education” in observance of the International Day of Democracy. 

The initiative brought together experts and youth voices to discuss the role of peace 

education and digital learning in strengthening democratic participation and inclusive 

societies. 

TWLA contributed to the program through the participation of three youth representatives, 

supporting intergenerational dialogue and youth engagement in global discussions on 

education, peace, and digital transformation. The event promoted awareness aligned with 

SDG 4 (Quality Education), SDG 16 (Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions), and SDG 17 

(Partnerships for the Goals). 

 

Reference: https://www.lmglobal.org/2025/09/19/the-outcome-of-the-compulsory-

peace-ict-education-democracy-day-towards-human-centered-democracy/ 

https://mailchi.mp/un/announcements-for-civil-society-8dec2025x2-

13676541?e=6063b9e641 
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17. December/4//2025 TWLA Collaboration – World Turkic Language Family Day 

The Turkish Women’s League of America (TWLA), in collaboration with the Assembly of 
Turkish American Associations (ATAA) and Empowering the Turkish American Community 
(ETAC-USA), co-hosted the virtual program “Language Carries Cultural Identity” in 
celebration of World Turkic Language Family Day. 

The event highlighted the unifying role of Turkic languages as carriers of cultural heritage, 
shared values, and identity across borders. TWLA’s participation strengthened intercultural 
dialogue, youth engagement, and awareness of the importance of preserving linguistic and 
cultural diversity in multicultural societies. 

Reference: https://mailchi.mp/un/announcements-for-civil-society-24nov2025x2-
13676421?e=aac67617ea 

https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=pfbid0Uv4kuLCzzuncR1c7mZjY1thEvsTNJ3
1a7Tx1gv287QcEpgB6fgmoVBwwYs4225RZl&id=100064504517658&mibextid=wwXIfr 

Celebrating December 15 World Turkic Language Family Day 12/4/2025 (Turkish House) 
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18.16 Days of Activism Against Gender-Based Violence – Panel on Legal Protections 
for Women 

In observance of the United Nations’ 16 Days of Activism Against Gender-Based Violence 
(November 25 – December 10, 2025), the American Turkish Women’s Association and Red 
Pepper Association jointly organized a panel addressing legal mechanisms to prevent and 
combat violence against women. 

The event brought together legal professionals and experts from Turkey and the United 
States to examine international frameworks, including CEDAW, the Istanbul Convention, 
and related UN Security Council resolutions, as well as national practices, implementation 
challenges, and opportunities for strengthening protection measures. 

The panel highlighted the shared and distinct dynamics of gender-based violence across 
contexts, fostering dialogue and knowledge exchange to advance awareness, advocacy, 
and practical solutions aligned with SDG 5 (Gender Equality) and SDG 16 (Peace, Justice 
and Strong Institutions). 

Reference: Haklarimi_Biliyorum_Zoom_video1240492555.mp4 - Google Drive 
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2026 PROJECT COMPLETED 

 

19. International Day of Education – Collaborative Participation (January 24, 2026) 
In observance of the International Day of Education, the Turkish Women’s League of 
America (TWLA) collaboratively participated in a virtual session organized by The Light 
Millennium Global Organization (LMGlobal.Org) under the UNESCO 2026 theme, “The 
Power of Youth in Co-Creating Education.” TWLA contributed to the program through the 
participation of its youth representatives, supporting intergenerational dialogue and youth 
engagement in shaping inclusive and future-oriented education systems. The initiative 
promoted global cooperation and knowledge exchange aligned with SDG 4 (Quality 
Education) and SDG 17 (Partnerships for the Goals) 

Reference: https://www.lmglobal.org/2026/01/28/the-outcome-seeds-of-future-
education-planted-through-compulsory-peace-icts-education-campaign-7/ 
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20. In support of International Mother Language Day (A/RES/56/262), this initiative 
explores the role of the mother tongue in shaping individual identity, academic 
development, and cultural continuity through a multi-stakeholder perspective involving 
children, youth, academics, and parents. Within the diaspora context, the program 
addresses the preservation and development of the Turkish language while highlighting the 
benefits of multilingualism. Through academic discussions, artistic expression, and field-
based experiences, the project promotes intercultural dialogue, inclusive education, and 
cultural sustainability, contributing to SDG 4 (Quality Education) and SDG 11 (Sustainable 
Cities and Communities). 

REFERENCE: https://mailchi.mp/un/announcements-for-civil-society-16feb2026x2-
13676922 
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